City of Vancouver
Zoning Districts

The City of Vancouver is divided into many zoning districts, shown on this map,
the Zoning District Plan. Each zoning district has a corresponding district
schedule in the Zoning and Development By-law. The following is a brief
description of the intent of each district schedule, included here to provide

a general understanding of the various zoning districts. The Zoning and
Development By-law and applicable official development plan by-laws must be
consulted for a definitive statement of district schedule intent and regulations.

Where a zoning district applies to one specific area of the city, the area is
noted in parenthesis. Where a zoning district is followed by the letter “N”,
noise mitigation for residential development is required.

- Agricultural Districts

RA-1

Limited Agriculture District (Southlands)

The intent is to maintain and encourage the semi-rural, equestrian and limited
agricultural nature of this District, to permit one-family dwellings and in
specific circumstances to permit infill one-family dwellings.

Multiple Dwelling Districts

RM-1, RM-1N

The intent, is to encourage development of courtyard rowhouses on larger sites
while continuing to permit lower intensity development on smaller sites.
Siting and massing is intended to be compatible with, but not the same as,
pre-existing single family development. High quality architectural design of all
new development is encouraged.

The intent is to permit low to medium density residential development,
including low-rise apartment buildings, and to secure a higher quality of

parking, open space and daylight access through floor area bonus incentives.

RM-3, RM-3A

The intent is to permit medium density residential development, including
high-rise apartment buildings, and to secure a higher quality of parking, open
space and daylight access through floor area bonus incentives.

RM-4, RM-4N

The intent is to permit medium density residential development, including

a variety of multiple dwelling types, to encourage the retention of existing
buildings and good design, and to achieve a number of community and social
objectives through permitted increases in floor area. The RM-4N District
requires evidence of noise mitigation for residential development.

RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C, RM-5D

- Industrial Districts

M-1

The intent is to permit industrial and other uses that are generally incompatible
with residential land use but are beneficial in that they provide industrial
employment opportunities or serve a useful or necessary function in the city. It
is not the intent, however, to permit uses that are potentially dangerous or
environmentally incompatible when situated near residential districts.

M-1A (Cornwall & Cypress)

The intent is to permit industrial and other uses that are generally incompatible
with residential land use but are beneficial in that they provide industrial
employment opportunities or serve a useful or necessary function in the city. It
is the intent, however, to permit these uses in a manner which achieves an
acceptable level of compatibility with adjacent residential districts and to not
permit uses that are potentially dangerous or environmentally incompatible
when situated near residential districts.

M-1B (S.E. Marine Lands)

The intent is to provide an industrial district schedule that permits industrial and
other related uses under conditions designed to minimize conflicts with adjacent
or nearby residential uses. The Schedule is also intended to discourage uses that
are not related to the industrial sector. While certain commercial and office uses
are permitted as either outright or conditional uses, the type and scale of
non-industrial uses is restricted.

M-2

The intent is to permit industrial and other uses that are generally incompatible

(West End) or potentially dangerous or environmentally incompatible when situated in or
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